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It [the Hubert H.
Humphrey Fellowship
Program] enabled us
to bring innovations
to the fight against
crime in Turkey.

INSPIRING STORY
Prof. Sevil Atasoy
Forensic Scientist
1995-1996 Humphrey Alumna

PROGRAMDEVELOPMENT
NEW PROGRAM FOR AMERICAN
STUDENTS
Starting next year, our Commission will be
launching a new degree grant program
for US citizens:

“Fulbrıght MA Program Award
at Turkish Universitıes”

Commission staff, Board members, and the Fellows

MEETING OF GLOBAL FULBRIGHT
EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS AND
ANNUAL NAFSA CONVENTION
TOOK PLACE IN WASHINGTON, DC

Prof. Aydınlı with Ms. Marie Royce, Assistant Secretary of State for
Educational and Cultural Affairs, and Ms. Marianne Craven, Managing
Director of Academic Programs at the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau
of Educational and Cultural Affairs.

GROWTH IN ETA PROGRAM
ENGLISH TRAINING FOR CCIP

IN MEMORIAM:
Güngör Dilmen
Poet, playwright, director,
dramaturg, lecturer, lighting
designer and Fulbright
Student Program Alumnus

From the Executive Director
Welcome to the Spring 2019 issue of our biannual newsletter.
As always, the pages that follow are packed with informative
and interesting stories about the Turkish Commission as well
as about current and past grantees from both sides of the
Atlantic. Among the stories you’ll read about on the following
pages I’d like to mention a few in particular.
Last year at this time I was excited to be able to announce
the resumption of the English Teaching Assistantship (ETA)
program in Turkey, and I’m equally excited this year to report
that after a very successful first year back in operation, we are
expanding the program for 2019-2020. We’ll be doubling the
number of ETAs coming to Turkey, and posting them not only
to public universities in Ankara, but also to Çanakkale, Bartın
and Uşak. To get a better idea about the kinds of experiences
our ETAs have, be sure to have a look on the following pages
for personal stories from two of this year’s ETAs.

An Inspiring Story

I’m also very proud to announce the launching of a new grant
program, the Fulbright/Turkish Universities MA Program Award.
This program, in cooperation with Turkish state and foundation
universities, aims to provide grant support for American
students to come to Turkey and complete an MA at a Turkish
university. As such, it will be one of just a few worldwide to
offer such a ‘reverse’ degree grant, in other words, focused on
supporting American students in their graduate studies abroad,
rather than on supporting students from other countries going
to the U.S. for graduate school. The initiation of this grant
program is an acknowledgement of the worldwide recognition
of Turkish universities, and will also serve to further increase
their internationalization and improve their status globally.

She has taught in many Turkish and foreign universities, been
a guest lecturer and researcher in a number of others; and has
received several grants from different organizations to advance
her knowledge and contribute to recent scholarship in her field.

Finally, from a brand-new program to a long-standing one, I’d
like to highlight the celebrating of the 40th anniversary of the
Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship program. The Humphrey
Program is a truly special fellowship, as it focuses on bringing
young and mid-career professionals to the U.S. for a year of
non-degree graduate-level study, leadership development,
and professional collaboration with U.S. counterparts. The
benefits of the program often go far beyond the individual
grantees, to have real impact on institutional practices and
societal problems. It was a great pleasure for me to be a part
of the Humphrey alumni reunion and celebration this spring
in Istanbul, and I’d like to thank Consul General Jennifer Davis
for opening up her house to us for the celebratory reception.
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the staff at the
Commission for their dedication and unflagging hard work,
and our Board members for their invaluable contributions
and service to the Commission. It truly takes a village to make
this enterprise a successful one that we can all be proud of.
I wish all of you a happy summer.

Prof. Ersel Aydınlı
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Sevil Atasoy is a prominent forensic scientist and academician
born and educated in Turkey, but well known in her field
throughout the world. The daughter of a professor of forensic
science and a doctor of microbiology, she initially studied
chemistry and biochemistry, but later specialized in forensic
sciences, like her father.

She serves on the International Narcotics Control Board; as
well as on the boards of many other national and international
agencies and journals.
She is also a prolific academic and popular writer and speaker,
with the mission to educate the public about evidence-based
justice and drug abuse prevention.
(You can read our interview with Prof. Sevil Atasoy on pages 10-13)

News from the Commission
The 35th Annual Meeting of the Executive Directors
of European Fulbright Commissions
Our Executive Director Prof. Ersel Aydınlı attended the
annual European Fulbright ED meeting, held this year
in Salzburg, Austria on 3 – 5 of April, in the historical
Leopoldskron Palace, where the annual Global Salzburg
seminars are held and also the main filming site for The
Sound of Music. The annual meeting was hosted by the
Austrian-American Educational Commission in Salzburg.
The Executive Directors had many opportunities to share
their experiences, compare good practices, discuss
policy changes and develop cooperation among their
commissions with U.S. partners. There was also a session
for the EDs to meet and discuss issues with ECA Director,
Mary Kirk.

Global Fulbright Executive Directors
Meeting in Washington
Our Executive Director, Professor Ersel Aydınlı, attended
the global Fulbright Executive Directors’ meeting in
Washington DC, organized by the U.S. State Department
from May 21-24. At the global meeting he was asked
to make a presentation on security and educational
exchanges, highlighting the Turkish model as an example
of best practices in this area. While in DC he also attended
the annual NAFSA convention, where he, among
other things, met with attending Turkish university
representatives.
While at NAFSA, Prof. Aydınlı met with Ms. Marie Royce,
the Assistant Secretary of State for Educational and
Cultural Affairs and Ms. Marianne Craven, Managing
Director of Academic Programs at the U.S. Department
of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.
Prof. Ersel Aydınlı with Ms. Marie Royce

Prof. Ersel Aydınlı with Ms. Marianne Craven

English Teaching Assistant (ETA) Award Program
Expanding
The ETA Program has been resumed
this year with a small group of eight
American grantees currently placed
at state universities in Ankara. The
Commission is now planning to expand
the program, bringing in twice as
many grantees for the 2019-2020
academic year, and placing them both
in Ankara and at developing state
universities throughout Turkey. This
coming year, new ETA grantees will
be welcomed at Çanakkale, Bartın and
Uşak universities. We are thankful to
our current grantees for successfully
conducting their grant periods and
helping the program grow.

New Award Program for U.S. Students
We are thrilled to announce our
new program, the Fulbright/Turkish
Universities MA Program Award. This
program is designed for American
citizens who are recent graduates,
postgraduate candidates, developing
professionals, and artists, to pursue a
full-time Master’s degree program at
leading Turkish state and foundation
universities. The grant will be offered
for the first time during the 20202021 academic year, and applications
from all disciplines will be accepted.
Details about the award can be obtained
from the American Programs Unit of the
Commission at amprog@fulbright.org.tr.

Our Executive Director’s
Visit to Uşak University
Prof. Ersel Aydınlı paid a visit to Uşak
University to meet with the rector,
Prof. Ekrem Savaş; on the occasion
of expanding the ETA Program to
include Uşak University.

Changes in Our
Commission Staff
We offer a warm welcome to Ms.
Berrak Yıldırım, who has joined our
staff as Program Assistant.
Ms. İmge Su Karakuş has been
promoted to Interim Finance Officer.
We wish them both a pleasant
journey ahead.

Photo: Berrak Yıldırım (left), İmge Su Karakuş (right)

Change in Our Commission Board
Our Board member, Ms. Funda Kocabıyık, General Manager of EU and Foreign Relations in the Ministry
of Education has resigned from her position after being appointed as Governor of Uşak.
Ms. Burcu Eyisoy Dalkıran, who will now hold the same post at the Ministry has joined our Board. We
offer a warm welcome to our newest member, and are sure she will use her valuable knowledge and
experience in contributing to the Commission’s mission.
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Alumni visit to Ankara Citadel
As part of their ongoing series of activities, the Fulbright
Association chaired by Prof. Yusuf Kaan Kadıoğlu, organized a
guided trip to the Citadel area of Ankara on March 30, 2019.
The group, consisting of more than 30 Turkish Fulbright alumni,
first visited the Anatolian Civilizations Museum, renowned
for its exceptional collections representing the ancient past
of Turkey. From the Museum, the group headed towards

40th Anniversary of the Hubert H.
Humphrey Fellowship Program

the citadel itself through the historical narrow streets of İç
Kale (the Interior Citadel) enjoying the gift shops selling all
kinds of exotic souvenirs. Having climbed to the Şark Kulesi
(Eastern Tower), the group admired the panoramic view of
the city in every direction. This trip gave the Fulbright alumni
another chance to get to know each other and have new
memories to share.

70

The Consul General of the United States of America, Ms. Jennifer
L. Davis organized a reception in her residence, in honor of
the 40th Anniversary of the Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship
Program, with the participation of Ms. Marie Royce, the Assistant
Secretary of State for Educational and Cultural Affairs and Mr.
Jeffrey M. Hovenier, Chargé d’Affaires for the USA, on March 16,
2019. Our Executive Director Prof. Ersel Aydınlı and Istanbul Office
Coordinator, Ms. Betti Delevi, attended the reception, at which
former Humphrey fellows were recognized and congratulated.

The Turkish Fulbright Commission
Celebrates 70th Anniversary

th

The Turkish Fulbright Commission prepares to
celebrate its 70th year with numerous activities
beginning in the fall. Please be on the lookout for
notices and attend the events that suit your calendar.

New Fulbright Logo
The Department of State and the J. William Fulbright
Foreign Scholarship Board unveiled a rebranding of the
Fulbright Program, with a new logo and mission-driven
language on May 22, 2019.
The Fulbright Association states that “The new logo
is part of a wider effort to put the Fulbright’s mission
front and center, conveying the Program’s prestige
without being elitist. The messaging and the logo
emphasize the impact on mutual understanding, the
exchange of knowledge and solutions to complex
global challenges.”

Staff Development
Members of our staff participated in several training opportunities, building up new skills, and strengthening old ones.
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Training with Full Staff Participation
A professional development highlight took place this past
January-February, when all 11 of our staff members were
given the opportunity to take an online course of their choice
from a MOOC provider, and all successfully followed through
to receive certificates. Eight members were trained in various
levels in Microsoft Excel, one in Word, one in PowerPoint,
and one in Adobe InDesign CC.
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TOEFL and GRE workshop
Two advisers from Istanbul and Ankara participated in a TOEFL and
GRE workshop organized by ETS on March 5, 2019. The workshop
included general information and statistics, content of the tests,
application and test day procedures as well as the basics of the
evaluation process. EdUSA İzmir and TAAD Ankara advisers also
attended the workshop, facilitating a productive discussion session
where all advisers shared their experiences and observations.

EAP-EUR Commission Staff Workshop
The Commission’s Acting Turkish Programs Officer Ms. Kimençe and Acting Finance
Officer Ms. Karakuş attended the EAP-EUR Commission Staff Workshop on December
3-6, 2018 in Washington D.C. The workshop served not only as a way to refine
the Commission’s management strategies and procedures but also as a bonding
experience with staff from other Commissions in the Europe and Asia regions.
Ms. Kimençe and Karakuş held one-to-one meetings with our IIE partners Ms.
Julianne Cabour and Ms. Nancy Overholt at the Fulbright Scholar Program and
Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program respectively. They also had a chance to
catch up with the Commission’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA)
contacts Ms. LaRita Campbell and Mr. Joseph McCormick.

EAP-EUR Commission Staff Workshop participants
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Re-Entry and Networking Meeting
The annual “Re-Entry and Networking” meeting
for Fulbright grantees who have recently returned
from the USA took place on February 22, 2019.
This year’s meeting featured a panel discussion
jointly organized by the Fulbright Commission
and Fulbright Alumni Association, with the
aim of building up capacity for the returning
grantees in their career development. The six
panelists, Ms. Hande Gündüz, Mr. Ozan Avcı, Mr.
Uğur Doğu, Mr. Serken Erdem, and Ms. Nural
Yemişçi; together with the moderator, Mr. Faruk
Aktay, the chairman of the Association, from the
worlds of academics, business and community
service talked about their own career histories
and offered advice to those grantees planning to
follow in similar paths.
The next session featured psychiatrist Dr. Ümit
Yazman, a Humphrey alumnus, who talked about
the issue of reverse culture shock and shared
important insights and advice on how to cope
with it.

The afternoon session began with a panel organized by the
Fulbright Commission in collaboration with AmCham/ABFT,
highlighting a new initiative called “Fostering Business through
Cultural Cooperation”, and aiming to develop and increase the
economic cooperation between Turkey and the USA. Executive
Director of the Turkish Fulbright Commission Prof. Dr. Ersel Aydınlı
presented a short video communicating a message to young
scientists from Prof. Dr. Aziz Sancar, Nobel Laureate in chemistry.
The panelists addressing the grantees were important business
and opinion leaders from diverse fields.

Mr. John McCarthy, Chairman of the Board of the
Turkish Fulbright Commission and Chairman of the
Board of Directors of ING Bank Turkey, Istanbul;
İhsan Necipoğlu, AmCham Board Member and
President of Dow Turkey & Central Asia; Ms. Aysegül
İldeniz, Board Member of The American Turkish
Society; Prof. Dr. Kemal Kirişçi, TÜSİAD Senior Fellow
and Director of the Center on the United States and
Europe’s Turkey Project at the Brookings Institute;
Mr. Douglas Parks, CEO of DowAksa; and Ambassador
Namık Tan, former Turkish Ambassador to the U.S.,
shared their personal stories and spoke about how
collaboration between the two countries over the
years impacted their lives and careers.
U.S. Consul General Jennifer L. Davis and Ambassador
İnan Özyıldız of the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs
both addressed the guests to express their mutual
support and endorsement of this initiative for
fostering business through cultural cooperation.
At the end of the meeting the grantees were
presented with certificates of completion, after
which both returning and newly selected Fulbright
grantees were invited to a reception jointly hosted
by Prof. Dr. Ersel Aydınlı and U.S. Consul General
Jennifer L. Davis. The reception provided a perfect
opportunity for grantees to connect with each
other and network with distinguished guests from
different sectors.
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In Memoriam: Güngör Dilmen
Poet, playwright, director, dramaturg, lecturer, lighting designer and Fulbright
Student Program Alumnus

Born in Tekirdağ in 1930, Güngör Dilmen Kalyoncu studied at
the English High School and Çapa High School, later graduating
from the Faculty of Literature at Istanbul University, where he
specialized in Classical Philology. He began his career writing
poetry, but made his fame in 1959, when he won first prize in a
competition organized by “Cinema-Theatre” magazine, with his
one act play “Midas’ Ears.” The play became the first part of The
Midas Trilogy and was staged in the Youth Theatre that year and
the Ankara State Theatre the following year. The play was made
into an opera by composer Ferit Tüzün in 1978.
With the Fulbright Student Grant that he won in 1961, Mr.
Kalyoncu went to the Yale School of Drama to study directing,
stage design and lighting. He was then invited to the Habimah
Theater in Tel-Aviv, Israel, and later to the Royal Theater in
Athens, Greece. In an interview conducted by the Spanish
publisher of his play “Midas’ Ears”, he related how his famous
teacher, theater expert at Yale, Prof. John Gassner, read his newly
written play “Live Monkey Restaurant” in class and described it
as “a poetic tour de force”, and was instrumental in extending
his Fulbright grant for another year. He also studied at the
University of Washington, before coming back to Turkey in 1964
to work in the Istanbul Municipal Theater for two years, after
which he was appointed as dramaturg at the Istanbul Radio. He

wrote a total of 26 plays that were staged in private and state
theaters. In 1971 he was invited to Durham University in the
UK. Ultimately, his lecturing took him to Anadolu University,
Bosphorus University, Istanbul University Conservatory, and the
Müjdat Gezen Art Center. His solo play “I, Anatolia”, which was
created on the suggestion of the famous actress Yıldız Kenter,
was translated into English, French, German and Italian, and
was staged more than 400 times in many countries as well as in
Turkey. He was awarded a total of twelve prizes for his plays , like
the Yunus Nadi award for his play ‘Anzavur” in 1970, the Turkish
Language Society prize, for his play “Ak Tanrılar” in 1975, ENKA
Arts Prize for his play “Devlet ve İnsan” in 1984.
In his own words, he never followed any particular fashion
in writing, neither the Epic Theater movement modeled by
Brecht, nor the Social Realism movement followed by many of
his contemporaries. He was revered for his expert use of stories
from mythology and history, and his subtle use of poetic and
symbolic language to produce satires of the finest quality. He
had a special talent of utilizing elements of Greek Tragedy to
convey contemporary content. When asked about the dramatic
process in his plays he answered he was searching for the
human element in history and mythology, and that he didn’t
differentiate between geographies and countries, quoting the
famous poet Tevfik Fikret: “my homeland is the earth; my nation
is humanity.”

An Inspiring Story: Prof. Sevil Atasoy
Prof. Sevil Atasoy talks about her upbringing, academic life, and achievements.
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Could you talk about yourself? Your
family and family culture, people and
events that have influenced you;
your education, how your career
developed; your interests, hobbies?

I studied at the German High School,
and then studied Chemistry at Istanbul
University, followed by the Cerrahpaşa
School of Medicine.

How did you decide to specialize
in forensic science? Who were the
people and what were the events
that influenced your choice?

I was raised in a family where discipline,
responsibility and respect were highly
valued. I was fortunate to have known
members of the families of both my
parents who had lived through the world
wars and migrations -which I believe
helped develop and strengthen my
abilities to take risks, adapt to novel and
difficult conditions, live in multicultural
environments, and make radical decisions.

I’m interested in literature, cinema
and music; but have been focusing on
those that are related to my profession
for the last twenty years. My main
hobby is to write true crime stories
and demonstrate to wide audiences
how forensic science and evidence
contributes to justice through TV
shows, talk shows, conferences, and
lectures.

My father, Professor Şemsi Gök, was one
of the most prominent forensic scientists
raised in Turkey. My mother, Dr Ferda Gök
was a microbiologist, whose philosophy
of life was based on the importance
of details, and the belief that nothing
was what it appeared to be. Both have
probably influenced my choice. Also,
a famous professor of pharmacology,
Alaeddin Akçasu, suggested that I use

my initial specialization in biochemistry
in forensic science, and thereby make a
greater contribution to my country.

How did the Hubert H. Humphrey
Fellowship Program affect your life
and career? Where do you find, if
any, its impact and contribution?

How did you decide to apply for the
Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship
Program?

It enabled us to bring innovations to the
fight against crime in Turkey, such as DNA
analyses, and child interview techniques.

I decided to apply the day the invitation
letter for the 1995-96 year arrived at the
university, after I discussed this with my
family. My husband, Faruk Atasoy, had the
greatest influence in my decision.

Had you visited the U.S. previously?
Were there any new impressions and
experiences this time around?

Could you talk about your grant year in
the U.S.? What did you do academically,
what did you work on? Did you meet
people who became important for you?

I was in Emory University in the first
semester of the year. The second semester,
I visited and worked in police and sheriff
criminal laboratories. I attended various
conferences and conventions in the
profession. My acquaintances with both
other Humphrey fellows, and my colleagues
who I met through the criminal laboratories
made an impact on my academic and
professional career afterwards.

I had been in the U.S. as a tourist before.
During the Humphrey grant year, I had a
lot of professional experiences. I gained
the ability to collaborate and team up
with people from different countries.
Were you able to present and
promote Turkey and the Turkish
culture, as well as your knowledge in
your field while in the U.S.? How did
you conduct these activities?

I had many opportunities to promote
and talk about Turkey, mainly at Emory
and in departments in other universities
and criminal laboratories that I visited,
through conferences, presentations and
films I had prepared before.

Compared to world standards in
forensic sciences, where would you
place Turkey, taking into account
the academics, research and
practice in the country? What are
recent developments? How did your
role as a leader in the field make an
impact?

In some areas, we are at world
standards. There have been huge
improvements in the field, starting
with collecting evidence, and reaching
on to DNA analyses. I have contributed
a lot to the training of experts. I have
encouraged and enabled many of my
students from diverse backgrounds,
judges, prosecutors, lawyers, chemists,
pharmacists, psychologists, nurses
and many other professions to do
masters and PhD programs in forensic
sciences. I have recently spearheaded
the launch of a new undergraduate
program in forensic sciences in Üsküdar
University. Again, a first in the field, a
master’s program in criminal justice
has just opened. I am trying very hard
to contribute to the quality of justice
services.

My acquaintances with
both other Humphrey
fellows, and my
colleagues who I met
through the criminal
laboratories made an
impact on my academic
and professional career
afterwards.

You were able to reach wide audiences
and readers through your TV shows
and the books you have written; what
was the motive of these initiatives?
Have you reached your goals?

I am trying to highlight the importance
of using evidence in conducting
investigations; and hence emphasize the
reasons why evidence should not be lost. The
fact that my TV shows, books, conferences
and lectures are being viewed, listened to
and read by the police, gendarmerie, judges,
prosecutors, and lawyers is elevating the
quality of justice served.
What makes you happy and what
inspires you in your job?

There was a project that first started at the
Cardozo School of Law in New York, called
the Innocence Project, and I was able to
bring and conduct a very similar project in
Turkey, after my Humphrey fellowship. It
gives me great satisfaction and inspiration
to be able to prevent wrongful convictions.
Starting an undergraduate program in
forensic sciences has also brought me
countries. The Humphrey fellowship I much happiness. I was able to establish
had received may have been one of the a criminal laboratory equipped with the
reasons I was elected to the Board of most advanced technology at a foundation
university. The fact that our undergraduate
this quasi-judicial expert body.

There was a project that first started at the
Cardozo School of Law in New York, called
the Innocence Project, and I was able to
bring and conduct a very similar project in
Turkey, after my Humphrey fellowship.
How do you think the various
positions you have held in universities
and organizations abroad, and
especially in the United Nations, have
made an impact on the improvements
in this field? Could you share the
details of how you were elected to
these prestigious positions?

I am at present one of the thirteen
members of the United Nations
International Narcotics Control Board,
elected by the Economic and Social
Council for a period of five years. I
was first elected to serve for the years
2005-2010. Now, I am serving the fiveyear term until 2022. I have served
as President of the Board (2009), the
second woman to hold this position
in the Board’s 100-year history. The
election process for members of
this board takes into account the
professional experiences of the
candidates, rather than their home
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I believe the
Humphrey fellowship
is a great opportunity
for one’s personal
and professional life,
provided it is used
well...

and graduate students have access to
and are being acquainted with these
opportunities, participating in research
and developing innovations, I believe,
provides proof that I have been successful.
Do you have any suggestions and
advice for young people wishing to
study, pursue and work in this field?

This is a profession for very meticulous
and patient men and women, for whom
money is not the primary motivation; who
are inquisitive, do not take at face value
what they hear or see; who are good at
collaboration and believe in common
sense. Those who do not possess these
qualities cannot be expected to succeed.
Would you like to give any more
messages related to the Hubert H.
Humphrey Fellowship Program, or your
field?

I believe the Humphrey Fellowship is
a great opportunity for one’s personal
and professional life, provided it is used
well; and that the most profit is gained
from the year in the U.S. if adaptation
to its culture is achieved quickly, that all
observations are noted duly, leading to
new projects being implemented upon
return to home countries, and if the
ties formed while in the U.S. are always
kept up, no matter how distant these
acquaintances may seem.

Sevil Atasoy Curriculum Vitae

Born in 1949, Sevil Atasoy is Professor of Biochemistry and Forensic Science; ViceRector, Director of the Institute of Addiction and Forensic Science, and Director of
the Center of Violence and Crime Prevention at Üskudar University, Istanbul. She
was Director of the Institute of Forensic Science at Istanbul University (1988-2010);
Director of the Department of Narcotics and Toxicology at the Ministry of Justice
(1980-1993); and has been an expert witness in civil and criminal courts since 1980.
A graduate of the German High School, she holds a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry
(1972), Master of Science in Biochemistry (1976), and Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.)
in Biochemistry (1979) all from Istanbul University.
She has been a lecturer in biochemistry/criminalistics/crime scene investigation
since 1982; a supervisor for more than 50 master’s and doctoral theses in the area
of biochemistry and forensic science. She has authored over 130 scientific papers,
including papers on drug testing, drug chemistry, drug markets, drug-related and
drug induced crime, drug abuse prevention, clinical and forensic toxicology, crime
scene investigation and deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) analysis.
Sevil Atasoy received the Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship in 1995-96 as well as the
DAAD German exchange program grant (twice), NATO and EMBO grants. Apart
from Istanbul University, she has taught at Yıldız Teknik University and Bahçeşehir
University. She has been guest lecturer and researcher in many universities and
agencies in various countries including Austria, Germany, the USA, and India.
She has held membership and executive positions in many agencies dealing with
prevention of drug abuse and narcotics control, as well as prominent journals in
her fields of study. Sevil Atasoy has been a member of the International Narcotics
Control Board (2005-2010, 2017-present), and has held various executive positions
in its organization.
Sevil Atasoy has utilized popular media outlets extensively to promote her scientific
agenda, educating the public on collecting evidence, drug abuse prevention, and
serving justice, by appearing on TV shows, talk shows, writing newspaper columns
and many fictional crime novels and forensic science books.

American Programs
The American Programs Unit of our Commission offers a variety
of grant programs that are awarded to U.S. citizens. The U.S.
Scholar Program allows American faculty members to either
teach or conduct research at Turkish universities or institutions,
and the Fulbright Specialist Program is for scholars seeking to
conduct short-term projects. The U.S. Student Program is for
students who wish to study or conduct research at a Turkish
institution of higher education or research center. In addition
to the general Study/Research Award, the U.S. Student Program

Mid-Year Evaluation Meetings
We held two Mid-Year Evaluation Meetings for the grantees
who started their grant periods in September 2018. The first
meeting was held with the U.S. Scholar Program and the U.S.
Student Research Program grantees on February 22, 2018 in
İstanbul.
The second meeting was held with the ETA Program grantees
on February 19-20, 2019 at the Commission’s Head Office in
Ankara. The purpose of both meetings was to get updates about
the grantees’ teaching assignments and research as well as to
learn about their experiences related to living and working in
Turkey. The grantees also participated in administrative and
program related sessions during the meetings.
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also includes the English Teaching Assistant (ETA) Award, the
Fulbright Greece-Turkey Joint Research Award, and the newly
announced Fulbright/Turkish Universities MA Program Award.
The application deadline as well as the duration of each
program differs and universities interested in hosting a scholar
or a student on their campuses can contact the American
Programs Unit of the Commission at amprog@fulbright.org.tr
for detailed information.

The Fulbright Greece-Turkey Joint
Research Awardees
The Fulbright Greece-Turkey Joint Research Award
offers candidates the opportunity to conduct multicountry research, dividing their grant period between
Greece and Turkey. This year’s recipients of the award,
Ms. Talia Prussin and Mr. Kaleb Joshua Adney are
currently completing the second portion of their grants
in İstanbul and İzmir respectively. They both attended
the orientation meeting on January 22, 2019 in Ankara.

Final Evaluation Meeting
The Final Evaluation Meeting for U.S Grantees for the
2018-2019 academic year was held on June 13-16,
2019 in Çeşme, İzmir. Grantees in the U.S. Scholar
Program attended as did Grantees from the U.S. Student
Research Program, the Fulbright Greece-Turkey Joint
Research Award Program, and the English Teaching
Assistant Award (ETA) Program. ETA Grantees attended
the meeting for the first time. Our Board Members,
Commission staff, grantees and their families were
also present. Welcoming remarks were given by our
Executive Director Prof. Ersel Aydınlı and Mr. Jeffrey M.
Hovenier, Chargé d’Affaires, U.S. Embassy, Ankara.
The meeting provided grantees the opportunity
to share their professional, cultural, and personal
experiences in Turkey and to evaluate their overall
Fulbright experience. All grantees made presentations
about their experiences and academic work carried out
at their host universities and research centers.
One of the highlights of the meeting was the ETA
Program Grantees’ dance show. The grantees
performed a traditional Turkish dance from the Ankara
region. Participants also enjoyed cultural activities by
visiting the Smyrna Agora Ancient City, Kemeraltı, Konak
and the Asansör neighborhoods in İzmir. Group dinners
were also organized and the grantees enjoyed eating
traditional Turkish food and some local dishes from the
İzmir region.

Ms. Rivka B. Hyland, U.S. Student Research Program
Grantee at Boğaziçi University in İstanbul, noted,
“The Final Evaluation Meeting was a wonderful
opportunity to hear what everyone had been working
on and to share the results of my own research. The
image that emerged from the weekend was a mosaic
of different academic and personal discoveries. I
was left with a great deal of hope for the long-term
cultural exchange that the Fulbright makes possible.”
In addition, Mr. Devin P. Brown, English Teaching
Assistant Award Program Grantee at Social Sciences
University of Ankara, summed up the meeting
by saying, “In name, we have been on the same
program, but in experience we have all come away
with different understandings and impressions from
our year in Turkey. The final conference has been
a fantastic display of the richness of opportunities
Fulbright can provide and a perfect time to reflect
and celebrate our accomplishments”.

I was left with a great deal of hope for the long-term
cultural exchange that the Fulbright makes possible.
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Stories from U.S. Grantees
Reuben W. Silverman
2018-2019 U.S. Student Researcher
University of California-San Diego, California / İstanbul Bilgi University, İstanbul

Research in a Changing City
My Fulbright year in Turkey was not my first experience
in the country, but it was the first time that I was able
to fully focus on research while I was here. Rather than
set aside time for teaching English classes or writing
articles to make ends meet, I was able wake up every
morning, review my notes, and head to one or another
of the many archives scattered across the city.
Anyone trying to rhapsodize about İstanbul will tell you
that it is a city full of history, but for my purposes it is a
city full of historical documents. At the Beyazıt Library
beside İstanbul University, you can find newspaper
and magazine collections going back to the 1930s. At
Boğaziçi University’s library, you can find books from
my era of focus—the 1950s—which have been long
forgotten on the shelves. At the Prime Ministerial
Ottoman Archives in Kağıthane, you can access the
transcripts of parliamentary group meetings and see
how politicians talked behind closed doors.
Traveling around the city from one location to another
gave me a nice excuse for seeing parts of the city I
don’t usually get to experience: visiting Boğaziçi
University campus was always a good excuse to walk
down to the Bosphorus and visit posh seaside areas
like Bebek; trips to Kağıthane gave me a chance to eat
sweetbreads in nearby Sütlüce; trips to Beyazıt were
always a good excuse for visiting Georgian, Uzbek,
Arabic, and Ethiopian restaurants between Kumkapı
and Aksaray.

Over the past decade, İstanbul has become a much more diverse
place and—more to the point—more open to the opportunities
that diversity allows.

“

“

I emphasize this array of food options because it is
an excellent indication of how much İstanbul has
changed since I first lived here in 2007. At that time,
for example, there was only one Uighur restaurant,
an impromptu kitchen in the courtyard of a religious
school run by a few old men. Now I can find at least
four following a five-minute walk from Aksaray’s
Yusufpaşa tram stop, each full of customers. Over
the past decade, İstanbul has become a much more
diverse place and—more to the point—more open to
the opportunities that diversity allows.
The opportunity to do research, in other words, has
also been the opportunity to experience the city and
all the excitement that comes with it.

Talia Prussin
2018-2019 Fulbright Greece-Turkey Joint Research Award Recipient
University of California-Berkeley, California / Koç University, İstanbul

Moving East: A Second Leg of the Fulbright Journey
As the recipient of a joint Fulbright Greece-Turkey Joint
Research Award, I started my Fulbright year in Athens,
Greece, a place I had already spent nearly half a year in
and which I thought I knew well. After all, I was living in
the same neighborhood I always lived in. I was shopping
at the same grocery store I’d always shopped at. When I
moved to Athens, I felt as though I suddenly knew nothing
about Greece. I had no idea where to buy a permanent
marker and how to weigh fresh produce at the market. I
had to figure out how to do laundry when there were no
machines in my building and my posh neighborhood didn’t
have a laundromat. I even learned how to properly drive on
Greek highways. (That empty leftmost lane is for passing the
other, slower traffic.) I retrained myself to take Sundays off
because, in Greece, almost everything closes on Sundays,
except restaurants.

“

... I often marvel at the many
modern conveniences here (online
bureaucracy! mobile banking!
personal water heaters!) that
do not strike them [my friends]
as out of the ordinary.

“
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And as soon as I hit the tarmac at the old Atatürk Airport in
January, I realized how much I really did know about Greece
—and how little I knew about Turkey. I had to ask my new
friends what the major grocery store chains were and what
neighborhood to look for an apartment in. I found out the
hard way that you cannot trust Google Maps to give you
directions in İstanbul. Yes, the directions will get you there
—but Google Maps doesn’t take into account the many
stairs that you will haul yourself up and down along the way.

My unwillingness to trust Google Maps after one surprise
staircase too many has forced me to navigate the city on my
own, learning the rambling streets of my neighborhood of
Cihangir better than I ever learned some of the American
towns I’ve lived in.
In talking with my friends who have spent more time in
Turkey, I often marvel at the many modern conveniences
here (online bureaucracy! mobile banking! personal water
heaters!) that do not strike them as out of the ordinary. To
me, these have become luxuries. Every Sunday, I am greeted
by the joyous realization that everything is open and I can
go to my favorite coffee shop or the grocery store if I want
to. And I usually do.

Kaleb J. Adney
2018-2019 Fulbright Greece-Turkey Joint Research Award Recipient
University of California- Los Angeles, California / Ahmet Piriştina City Archives and Museum, İzmir

Along the Shores of the Aegean: The Ottoman Story of ‘Turkish’ Tobacco
My research centers on cultural and social practices that
undergirded the economy of the Aegean Sea during the late
Ottoman period (circa 1850-1920). Specifically, I analyze
the regional economic networks of tobacco merchants and
mechanisms of capital accumulation during a time of rapid
change in the port cities of the Mediterranean.
Nineteenth-century economic transactions in the Aegean
region were premised on a number of practices with roots in
earlier centuries (such as the infamous capitulations system) but
increasingly became intertwined with the intrusion of Ottoman
governance. The commercial courts system, the tobacco customs
office, and the provincial administrative councils, in particular
played an important role in transforming local social and
economic life. Jewish, Christian, and Muslim subjects engaged in
shared legal and commercial practices, both old and new, which
designated the Aegean as a shared space much like the portcities of İzmir, Salonica, and Kavala from which they anchored

“

As such, it has been a great
privilege to receive the Fulbright
Grant to conduct research in both
Greece and Turkey since the story of
one truly hinges on the other.

“

away. Shared institutions and practices would continue to shape
the Ottoman experience throughout the nineteenth century,
albeit with different implications depending on one’s class,
identity, and relationships. This shared heritage of an Ottoman
commercial and institutional past in the eastern Mediterranean
has been uprooted and cast aside in favor of more convenient and
monotone narratives of inheritor states.
As such, it has been a great privilege to receive the Fulbright Grant
to conduct research in both Greece and Turkey since the story
of one truly hinges on the other. A number of newspapers and

surviving documentation from various Ottoman ministries of
governance and legal institutions bring life to an over-theorized
but misunderstood era in which commercial life became
increasingly politicized and bureaucratized. The experiences of
merchants, smugglers, peasants, and an industrial workforce
offer an invaluable context for understanding the roots of social
disparity, tension, and violence in the region. Exploring questions
of disparity and violence has never been more relevant to the
Eastern Mediterranean and I am forever grateful to the Turkish
and Greek Fulbright Commissions for supporting me in this
effort.

Prof. Cihan Çobanoğlu
2018 Fulbright Specialist Program Participant
University of South Florida, Florida / Çanakkale Onsekiz Mart University, Çanakkale

The more you share the more it increases
During the Fulbright experience I conducted and presented a
workshop to Çanakkale Onsekiz Mart University faculty and graduate
students about Partial Least Squares-Structural Equation Modeling
(PLS-SEM), a relatively new technology within the hospitality space
designed to explain why customers make certain decisions about
hotel purchases and other travel expenses. I made presentations
to faculty and doctoral students, offering my expertise on how to
publish their work in top-tier journals. I advised graduate students
on how to earn assistantships for masters and doctoral studies in
the United States, and also met individually with a variety of faculty

“

... the opportunity ... of creating
research partnerships and building
relationships with students and
scholars that will continue to pay
dividends down the road.

“
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members and students to discuss research projects and teaching
methods, conversations that have continued weeks after I returned
to USFSM. This experience gave me the opportunity to re-connect
with friends and colleagues while fulfilling my goal of creating
research partnerships and building relationships with students and
scholars that will continue to pay dividends down the road.
The interest and desire to learn from all the new scholars was
inspiring and as a result of many discussions we came up with
multiple research studies. Furthermore, my reunion with Dr. Lütfi
Atay, an instructor in Çanakkale Onsekiz Mart University’s Tourism
Department whom I first met when Dr. Atay was a visiting scholar
at USFSM about seven years ago, sparked discussions about future
collaborations. I also reached an agreement to host doctoral
students and faculty from Turkey as visiting scholars at USFSM’s M3
Center, which supports academic research of significance to the
global hospitality industry.
Overall the Fulbright experience was a very successful one and I am
planning to participate in many more in the future.

Stories from ETA Grantees
Devin P. Brown
2018-2019 ETA Program Grantee
University of Louisville, Kentucky / Social Science University of Ankara, Ankara

The Importance of Community at Home and Abroad
As one of eleven children in my family, I am used to being
surrounded by others and drawing strength from my
community. I first realized this simple fact when I was in my
high school English class. The teachers intentionally sought to
foster a bond with and among the students and it not only
made learning English easier, but it created bonds between
me and my classmates which have far outlasted anything I
learned in that class. Throughout college I was thankful for the
community I was able to create during my first year and still
talk with these people regularly, even after living abroad for
a year.
This was the community I came from, and when I considered
moving to Turkey for 9 months, I was anxious about finding my
new community. Thankfully, Fulbright has provided me with the
support I needed to do this. Even on the flights from America,
I found other people in my cohort and quickly created strong
bonds with them. When I arrived in Turkey, I began building
relationships with my students and my coworkers at my host
university. I met people everywhere—Gürkan, who maintains
a historical Armenian church in Istanbul; Kenan, a grandfather

“

I know that the communities I
have built here are by far the most
precious thing that I have taken
from my year as a Fulbrighter.

“

who had traveled all the way from Adana to Istanbul to see his
granddaughter get married; Nihat, who invited me to play in
his blues band with him; Taylan, who teaches yoga and wants
to learn English well enough to eventually teach in America.
I could continue for so much longer, but as our Fulbright year
is coming to an end, I am thankful for many things. However, I
know that the communities I have built here are by far the most
precious thing that I have taken from my year as a Fulbrighter.

Gabriella M. Chamberland
2018-2019 ETA Program Grantee
Converse College, South Carolina / Ankara Yıldırım Beyazıt University, Ankara

There and Back Again: A Fulbrighter’s Tale
In Turkey I have pursued my academic interests and passion for
travel. In December I attended an International Symposium
on Refugees at AYBU. In addition, I visited the crazy rock
formations of Cappadocia, cities like İstanbul and Eskişehir
filled with history, and Black Sea villages bursting with natural
beauty. But my travels were not limited to Turkey. Not only
was I able to go backpacking in Europe during winter break,
I attended international Fulbright conferences on Media
literacy and the changing media and information landscape
in both Sofia, Bulgaria and Brussels, Belgium.
During my trip back to the States, my head will be filled with
different questions. Does Seattle have lahmacun? How can
I maintain my newfound connections in both my personal
and professional life? When will I get to return to my
second home in Turkey? Perhaps it will take time for these
questions to be answered, but I look forward to the journey.

My life in Ankara is equal parts food, friendship, and
teaching. Simit, lahmacun, ayran, and kahvaltı fuel my days.
I hear the sounds of simit, a traditional street snack, being
bought and sold as I wander the streets. A New York State
native, I went from pizza obsessed to falling in love with the
delicious combo of lahmacun and ayran. On lazy weekends,
my friends and I spend hours drinking tea while working
through kahvaltı (Turkey’s famous breakfast spreads).
The human connections made and my teaching experience
here in Turkey fill my heart. Through a local church, I
have volunteered with the local refugee community and
developed connections with people from around the
world. Additional friendships have been cultivated with
fellow ETAs, work colleagues, and returned FLTAs. As a
teacher I implemented an Art Club for speaking practice,
and saw students develop as they produced beautiful art.
The friendships that have emerged, along with seeing my
students grow, have made the biggest contribution to my
experience here in Turkey.
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“

The friendships that have
emerged, along with seeing
my students grow, have made
the biggest contribution to my
experience here in Turkey.

“

During my trip from Seattle to Ankara, my thoughts were
equal parts apprehension and excitement. What would my
life as a Fulbrighter really be like? How would I be engaging
academically? Would I be able to travel? Now, over half way
through my term, I have answers.

Turkish Programs
Initial Orientations for the 2019-2020 Postdoctoral Program
and Visiting Scholar Program Nominees
The Initial Orientations for our 2019-2020 Postdoctoral
Program and Visiting Scholar Program nominees,
who will be conducting research in affiliation with
their host institutions in the United States beginning
from this August, were held respectively in our
Ankara Head Office on January 29, 2019 and March

15, 2019 respectively.
The junior and senior faculty members and researchers
selected within the framework of these programs will work
on their research projects in the U.S. for a period of three to
twelve months depending on the needs of their proposals.

Postdoctoral Program and Visiting Scholar Program Nominees and the Commission Staff at the Initial Orientation Meetings held in Ankara

Initial Orientation for the 2019-2020 Academic Year
Ph.D. Dissertation Research Grant Nominees
After successfully going through a rigorous selection
process, the 2019-2020 Ph.D. Dissertation Research
Grant nominees came together at the Initial Orientation
Meeting. The meeting was held at the Mövenpick Hotel
Ankara on January 18, 2019. The nominees were informed
about what their prospective grant entails and what their
responsibilities are before leaving for their host institutions
in the U.S..
Our nominees, who applied for the grant in 17 different fields,
will be hoping to collect valuable data during their program,
in order to finish their dissertation theses in Turkey.

Ph.D. Dissertation Research Grant Nominees and the Commission Staff at the
Initial Orientation Meeting

Initial Orientation for the 2019-2020 Academic Year
Community College Initiative Program (CCIP)
Our 2019-2020 CCI Program nominees joined us at the Commission’s
Ankara Head Office to learn more about the program, have their
English level tested at the Turkish-American Association (TAA), and
enjoy a lunch with their peers. This year, our nominees will receive
additional English training online with the TAA’s cooperation as
well as attending language courses in their home cities. The aim
of these extra courses is to serve candidates from diverse and
under-represented backgrounds and to standardize their learning
experiences. We were thrilled to meet and get to know them
personally. We wish them the best of luck during their placement
process at community colleges in the United States.

CCIP Grant Nominees and the Commission Staff at the Initial Orientation Meeting

Application Period for the 2020-2021 Grants

Applications are now open!
Please visit the Commission’s
official website at:
www.fulbright.org.tr
for more information.
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Hubert H. Humphrey
Fellowship Program’s
deadline is:

July 17, 2019

Stories from Our Turkish Fulbright Grantees
Çağla Demirdüzen

Fulbright is More than Meets the Eye
This year has been very interesting and exciting for me. I’ve
had the opportunity to learn a lot about American culture,
institutions and lifestyle. I was quite surprised by how
different it was from the rest of the world and that I actually
knew very little about it. I realized that we actually need to
go to these countries, experience their culture and lifestyle in
order to really know about them.
I had the opportunity to go to an NBA match and our
university’s American football matches. I was especially
surprised to learn that “European” football was not as
common here as the rest of the world. I am still getting to
know more and more about America. When I first came here,
I knew that living in a different country may be challenging
in so many ways; however, I didn’t know that having good
friends and people around you makes adapting to this new
way of life so much easier. Many people around me were
always more than happy to give assistance and support to

Çağla in the ghost town of Scorpion Gulch, Phoenix, Arizona

“

The system of the University is
structured in a way that almost
doesn’t let you experience
homesickness. I believe that I am
still in the middle of an exciting
journey and there are still so
many other things to discover.

“

2018-2019 Ph.D. Program Grantee
Middle East Technical University, Ankara / Arizona State University

me. So, I can say that luckily, it has been a good and fun kind
of “culture shock” for me.
The whole country has been like an experiment for me
to observe. The university environment is also providing
people more than a degree. It encourages us to socialize.
The system of the University is structured in a way that
almost doesn’t let you experience homesickness. I believe
that I am still in the middle of an exciting journey and there
are still so many other things to discover.

Havva Zorluel Özer
2017-2018 Ph.D. Program Grantee
Çukurova University, Adana / Indiana University of Pennsylvania

At the end of 2018 spring semester
I attended a four-day enrichment
seminar titled “Big Data for the
Public Good: Innovations in Civic
Engagement” hosted in Philadelphia.
The seminar brought together 120
Fulbrighters from 80 countries who
came to the United States for their
postgraduate education in diverse
fields. Besides providing us the
opportunity to build a network of
community, the Fulbright Enrichment
Seminar helped us gain a better
understanding of big data resources,
and the innovative ways that
these resources might be used to
benefit society in important areas
such as public health, education,
human services, and infrastructure.
The seminar contained lectures,
site visits, panel discussions, and
volunteer opportunities for a variety
of community services.
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Havva (first from the left) with her friends from Vietnam, Colombia, Bandung, and Bahrain
in the Spring Gardens located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

“

... the Fulbright Enrichment Seminar
helped us gain a better understanding
of big data resources, and the
innovative ways that these resources
might be used to benefit society ...

“

In this picture, we are in the Spring
Gardens, which is recognized for its
volunteer-based outdoor gardening
events throughout the year. Spring
Gardens is a community garden
where the community members
come together to grow foods and
herbs, plant flowers and trees, and
join cooking workshops. As part of
our community service, we worked
collaboratively on seasonal tasks such
as pulling the weeds from the lawn in
order to keep the plants healthy. We
cleaned the garden, pruned the trees,
and watered the plants. At the end of
our collaborative effort, we could see
the positive results that we created
in the Spring Gardens. This was my
first community service experience
with gardening, and it taught me that
when we work together, we can make
a difference.

Meltem Ateş
2018-2019 Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) Program Grantee
Başkent University, Ankara / Michigan State University

... we share our teaching and learning experiences with
each other, which helps me enhance my teaching skills and
metalinguistic awareness as a language teacher.

“

“

Meltem (second from the left) with our 2018-2019 VSR grantee Özgehan Uştuk (first from the left) and Kao Yu (Taiwanese FLTA) and her American
“mother” Patricia, at Lake Michigan

I have been working at Michigan State University (MSU) as a
Fulbright FLTA since August, and my life has changed tremendously.
Being a Fulbrighter gave me the opportunity to have a broad
network which is comprised of people from all over the world,
and my horizons broaden each day thanks to this collaborative
atmosphere.
Attending the first orientation at MSU and the Fulbright Mid-Year
Conference in Washington D.C. gave us a chance to meet with
FLTAs from different countries and backgrounds, and exchange our
cultures and languages through taking part in different activities.
Thanks to these events, I got one step closer to realize my dream
of becoming a global citizen. Also, my FLTA colleagues at MSU have
had a huge impact on my learning; we share our teaching and
learning experiences with each other, which helps me enhance my
teaching skills and metalinguistic awareness as a language teacher.
Now I know some basic phrases of my colleagues’ languages
such as Swahili and Chinese besides other languages. Indeed, it is

amazing to notice that we have so many things in common, and
we don’t even need our languages to burst into laughter. I feel
absolutely lucky to work as an FLTA at MSU because my colleagues
have always made me feel like home. Being a part of such diversity
also gave me a chance to look at my own culture from different
angles; I gained new insights about Turkish culture by hearing from
my friends’ perspectives and experiences.
Besides having such amazing colleagues, I also had a chance to have
an American family thanks to the MSU International Friendship
Program. My family here helped me immerse in American culture;
we celebrated Thanksgiving and Christmas together, took many
trips all over Michigan, and attended lots of cultural events including
going to operas and classical music concerts. As a lover of nature
and art, I enjoyed every minute I spent with them.
All in all, I am grateful to be a part of such an awesome community,
and I can’t wait to share my experiences in Turkey.

Selin Alkan
2018-2019 Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) Program Grantee
İstanbul Aydın University, İstanbul / University of Pennsylvania

Two Words: Vast and Unique
Some people like to learn everything
about the country they will visit
beforehand while some others prefer
to experience and discover things
themselves. This is a SPOILER ALERT
for those in the latter group. Keep on
reading, the curious ones!
America is big. No, not like that; this is
a country of massive land indeed, and it
will feel still bigger than you thought if
you, like me, have never visited the States
before. As a result of this vastness, there
is a wide variety of almost everything
across the country, so it is not easy to
make generalizations. I will share just
a couple of personal observations and
suggestions with you.
One of the reasons why I like Americans
so much: They are usually quite laidback
and positive people. They know how to
approach and handle problems in a calm
and confident manner, and they love
laughing!

Selin at Antelope Canyon, Arizona

“

From crystal clear waters to gigantic and unique
mountains, this is a breathtakingly beautiful
country. Try to travel as much as you can!

From crystal clear waters to gigantic and unique mountains,
this is a breathtakingly beautiful country. Try to travel as much
as you can! If you are already a driver, buy a used car and get
your driver’s license as soon as you come here, which will also
enable you to rent a car. Road trips are your only chance to
see many of the country’s natural beauties, not flying. (NOTE:
Rental car agencies generally only accept U.S. credit cards, my
bank offered the credit card itself, and I got mine in two days.)
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“

You better get used to saying “Hi, how’s
it going/what’s up?” to practically anyone
you interact with at any level and not
receiving any real answer. This ice-breaking
rhetoric is required and much appreciated,
and feel free to play around with your
words! No one would get offended if you
compliment their outfit, hair, or nails; they
would rather like it a lot!

Meet as many people as possible. Use orientations and
conferences to connect with other Fulbrighters from other
countries, as well.
The list can go on for pages. In short, prepare yourself well and
make the most out of your stay here both academically and
culturally.
Peace!

Ezgi Sakman
2018-2019 Fulbright Postdoctoral Program Grantee
İhsan Doğramacı Bilkent University, Ankara / Cornell University

Guest Lecture on the Pioneer of Adult Attachment
I have been enjoying the vast opportunities of learning
from scientists who are leading names in their fields in
departmental colloquia, seminars, and lectures on a
regular basis, but during my program I had a truly unique
experience. My supervisor Professor Vivian Zayas asked
me to deliver a guest lecture on my area of research, adult
attachment, in her undergraduate course, Introduction
to Personality. Attachment theory is one of the most
influential and widely known theories in psychology, and
as it happens, one of the two scientists who proposed the
model for adult attachment for the very first time, Cindy
Hazan, is a professor here at Cornell.

Dr. Ezgi Sakman delivering an invited lecture for the Introduction to
Personality class

“

I feel indebted to Fulbright every day
I spend in Cornell for this incredible
opportunity to be in such a rich
learning environment where I got to
meet the legend of my field of study
in person and work with her...

“

Giving a lecture on adult attachment, I devoted
considerable time to Professor Hazan’s work. My
supervisor took a photo of me delivering this part of the
lecture in front of the slide with Professor Hazan’s picture
and her seminal paper that changed the field, and sent it
to her. I was not aware of this until recently when I had
a meeting with Professor Hazan and she showed me the
picture on her phone and told me how much she enjoyed
it. I was already very flattered that my supervisor had
asked me to deliver a guest lecture in Cornell, but the fact
that she was so considerate to take this picture and send
it to Professor Hazan made me really happy and proud. I
feel indebted to Fulbright every day I spend in Cornell for
this incredible opportunity to be in such a rich learning
environment where I got to meet the legend of my field
of study in person and work with her, but this day was
particularly valuable in the sense that it gave me a very
special memory with her.

Hüdayar Cihan
2018-2019 Visiting Scholar Program Grantee
Ankara Yıldırım Beyazıt University, Ankara / University of Central Florida

Learning the School System with a Child in the United States
I was a bit concerned and excited about the idea of going
to the United States with my daughter who is 6 years old
after I received the Fulbright Scholar grant. I prepared my
daughter to this process before I came to the United States.

I explained that she might have a difficulty in understanding
and speaking English for a while. Besides I told her that she
would have new friends and would get to know a different
culture; and how lucky we were to do this.

When I came to Orlando in Florida, I rented an
apartment. I registered her to the public school in
the county I lived. During the registration process,
her immunization card and academic history, which
I brought with me from Turkey, were requested in
addition to other documents. I filled the home language
survey, which was about whether or not a language
other than English was spoken at home, whether or not
the student had a first language other than English and
whether or not the student most frequently spoke a
language other than English.

The PTA (Parent Teacher Association) and Multilingual
Parent Leadership Council are established at every
school to support parents’ involvement in their child’s
education. I became a member of the PTA at the
beginning of the school year. It carried out various
activities such as Family Fitness Day, Multicultural
Family Night, Spirit Night and Parent Academy so on.
I had a very enjoyable and informative time with my
daughter in these activities. In spite of some difficulties,
it was a different and new experience for me and my
daughter.

I learned that the ESOL was the name given to the
program for teaching English for Speakers of Other
Languages. The English language proficiency of my
daughter was evaluated and she was enrolled to the
class of the teacher who had ESOL training. Before
the school started, there was an orientation meeting,
with the teacher. Because most people spoke Spanish
in the place where I lived, all of the documents in the
school were prepared in both English and Spanish. In
this process, my daughter also started to learn Spanish
because she had friends speaking Spanish in her class.
At the school, breakfast, lunch and supper were free for
all students.

“

I was a bit concerned and excited
about the idea of going to the
United States with my daughter
who is 6 years old ... I told
her that she would have new
friends and would get to know a
different culture; and how lucky
we were to do this.
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“

Assoc. Prof. Hüdayar Cihan (third from the right) at the Multicultural Family Night, which was organized by her daughter’s primary school

Esra Akkaya
2018-2019 Community College Initiative (CCI) Program Grantee
İstanbul Ayvansaray University, Plato Community College, İstanbul / Mesa Community College

Had the Chance to See How I Am Growing
When I received this amazing scholarship, being a CCI
student in the United States, I didn’t realize that it would
make me grow in academic, personal, social, and emotional
ways.
I have gone through a long period of transition and
adjustments. Throughout this year, I have had many
opportunities to improve myself on a wide number of skills.
Academically, I joined several conferences to improve my
view point in my major; learned how to think critically;
and gained leadership skills. I would like to mention one
of these experiences, the Model United Nations of the Far
West, which I participated in and enjoyed being a diplomat
delegate.

Esra with her Model United Nations Course professor, Dr. Brian Dille

“

I can say that studying in the U.S. is like bowl of salad for
me. I am putting more and more new skills into my salad
every day. When I return to my country, I will use my skills
with pleasure. I thank the CCI Program for helping me grow.

Please share your Fulbright experiences and stories with us at:

newsletter@fulbright.org.tr

I joined several conferences
to improve my view point in
my major; learned how to
think critically; and gained
leadership skills.

“

When my coordinator and my host family encouraged me
to take a Model United Nations class, I was so nervous. I
wasn’t sure about my English level because it required
more than just strategic information to write a policy
statement. Although this class was deeply different than
my field’s classes, it has impacted my U.S. experience so
much. It helped me to understand the nations of the world.
Furthermore, I learned how to complete a research paper,
how to write, and most importantly, how to give a speech
in front of an audience. When we went to San Francisco
to represent our college with our chosen countries, I and
my friends were so excited but we were ready to take the
stage and be stars there. For me, it was a great experience
with Americans and international students, being together
to share our opinions, put information together, and writing
resolution papers.

Advising Program
Outreach Activities
Our Educational Advising team had a busy outreach
period this year; visiting and giving presentations
on Fulbright Grants and studying in the U.S. in 12
Community Colleges in 6 cities like Muğla, İzmir,
Eskişehir and Çanakkale for the Community College
Initiative Program; and 34 universities in 9 cities, like
Van, Trabzon, Antalya, Adana, and Gaziantep for the
Student Core Program.
Our advisers also gave presentations on
undergraduate studies in the U.S. in four high
schools, informing students and parents about
the U.S. higher education system and the college
application process.
Two additional presentations were given in the Turkish
American Association in Ankara.

Our advising team attended major international education
fairs in İstanbul and Ankara, and informed participants
and answered questions about our Commission, our grant
programs, and education opportunities in the USA.
On March 2, our Istanbul Office held a booth at the IEFT
Fair and informed more than 50 students. On March
9 and 13, our advisers from İstanbul and Ankara held
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booths at the Akare Fair and were visited by more than 110
participants. Our Ankara adviser also gave a presentation on
Fulbright Master’s and PhD Grants and Study in the USA to an
audience of 110 students.
Together with the U.S. Embassy, the Ankara Advisers
participated in the International Friendship Day at Hacettepe
University. Many different countries were represented
by their own nationals, who demonstrated their culture
through various activities. Students who visited the Fulbright
Commission’s booth received information about Fulbright
grants and studying in the U.S..

Office Seminars and Webinars
We have pre-departure orientation webinars and
seminars scheduled in June, in order to help students
going to the U.S. for the summer academic term. We
inform participants about the visa process, medical
forms, what to pack and practical adjustment topics
that will help them adapt to daily life in the U.S.. We
will schedule pre-departure orientation sessions in
August as well, this time, in order to inform students
starting their academic year in Fall 2019.
We are also planning a rich seminar and webinar
program throughout the summer. The topics that we
will cover will include “Study in the USA” where we
share information about the US education system,
application procedures and financial aid options, as well
as “TOEFL-SAT-ACT” and “TOEFL-GRE-GMAT” where we
share general information about the tests, content and
registration process.

ETS Visit
Ms. Yasemin Arşın from the ETS İstanbul office visited us to inform our advisers about the updates on TOEFL:
TOEFL iBT test time will be shortened by 30 minutes, to just 3 hours, with no changes to the overall test
format or question types.
MyBest™ Scores feature will combine best scores for each section from all valid TOEFL iBT scores in the
last 2 years, showing best overall test performance.
Easier Registration and Account Management will provide greater functionality, an improved registration
experience, easy access to test prep and more.

Office Outreach Activities
Numerous webinars on Fulbright Grant programs, studying in
the U.S., submitting effective applications, writing Statements of
Purpose, and preparing for standard tests were well attended by
interested students and grant applicants. Tri-weekly online advising
sessions were one of the many ways applicants were able to reach
out to our advisers; as well as e-mails and phone calls.

Another channel used for outreach was Instagram Live in
several presentations.
To promote the Student Core and Aziz Sancar Grant Programs,
posters and e-mails were sent to more than 3,000 departments,
faculties, institutes, international and rector’s offices.

Visits from U.S. Higher Education
Representatives
In our capacity as an EducationUSA office, our advising unit
hosted several U.S. university representatives in our Istanbul
Office.
NYU Abu Dhabi’s Senior Outreach Officer visited our office
on February 8; the International Partnerships and Enrollment
Manager of Northeastern University, on March 6; the
President of Stillman College on March 7; the Executive
Director of Shorelight Education on March 22; and the
Recruitment Coordinator of Global Programs and Continuing
and Professional Studies of Baruch College, on April 24.

Carlos Bock, from Notheastern University

During the visits, our advising unit had the opportunity
to learn about the details of each institution’s programs,
possible opportunities for applicants from Turkey, and
scholarships they offer. In return, our advisers shared
information on the Turkish education system and
recruitment opportunities.
Justin Van Dyke, from NYU Abu Dhabi

EducationUSA Training for ETAs
On April 5, a virtual training was organized to familiarize
the Fulbright ETAs with EducationUSA. The training was
held by our Advising Coordinator Nazlı Bulgurluoğlu and
EducationUSA Regional Educational Advising Coordinator
Gordana Mirchikj.

Don’t forget to follow us on social media:
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Ongoing Project: Updating Alumni Data
With its 70 years of history, it is always a challenge to keep the Fulbright Turkey Commission alumni database as up-to-date as possible.
For this reason we launched a new initiative in November 2018, seeking to update all alumni information—recording current affiliations,
determining which alumni have passed away, and creating detailed statistical information when needed. So far, the information on
1,275 Turkish and 346 US alumni has been updated, and we plan to complete updating information on the remaining 3,147 alumni by
the end of 2020.
The pie charts below show the current affiliations of our alumni based on the updated data.
Current Affiliations of Turkish Alumni

Current Affiliations of U.S. Alumni
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